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In the early 1980s Lou Forrest of Cobra Creek Nursery visited his friend Peter Carney another bromeliad enthusiast living in Sydney. While on this visit Lou discovered a

plant of reasonable size of Vr. fosteriana that had flowered and was holding seed pods. Lou being the retired head gardener from the Royal Botanic Gardens in Sydney who had lost no passion for plants, promptly asked his friend Peter Carney may he collect this seed and see

if he could grow it - yes was the reply.

About 2000 seedlings were raised at Cobra Creek Nursery from several different seed pods that Lou Forrest collected off that one Vr. fosteriana plant at Peter Carney's. At about the 2 year old stage Bob and Gleness Larnach of Exotica Vale Nurseries purchased half of these (1000 seedlings) from Lou Forrest who was not only a great friend but neighbour,

Then the fun began between Bob and Lou. Much discussion was had as to the differences in these plants upon maturity. Overall they were GREEN patterned leaf Vrieseas from a burgundy Vr. fosteriana plant (common and understood now but perplexing back then) but the big differences started to emerge upon flowering the mature plants.

To the enquiring mind of a retired plantsman and a young up and coming commercial nurseryman, this was a Gold Mine ! The flower spikes varied in many ways, from pure reds to burgundy to yellow. Within these differences of colour was also to be found multi-

branching spikes in some of the red and burgundy coloured spikes only, no branching in the yellow spikes. One last anomaly from that grex were the EIGHT burgundy-coloured leaved seedlings which Bob Larnach received in his 1000 seedlings, of which Vr. 'Erotica' variety
Angela was born (another article in itself ).

A great plantsman by the name of Noel Jupp from Riverdene Nursery, who still breeds to this day, visited Bob and Gleness at Exotica Vale Nurseries and upon viewing the many varied coloured spikes, foliage etc. commented on the complexity of many pollen contributors (fathers) to the one seed parent (mother). Noel commented that this grex was more like a plant orgy !! Then he was heard to say "this place should be known as EROTICA Vale Nurseries", hence came the grex name.
